I.—NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

By WarsoN GrIFFIN, Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa.
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INTRODUCTION.

=JIHE natural resources of Canada may be said to include all
| those endowments of Nature which can be utilized by man
for sustenance and the creation of wealth. In describing
them we must take into congideration the climate and soil,
the reservoirs of water, the waterfalls, waterways and
harbours, the forests, wild animals, fisheries and minerals of a country
fronting on the Atlantlc Pacific and Arctic oceans and having an
area of over 3,729,000 square miles, or about the same size as the
continent of Europe,

As the agricultural, horticultural and forest products and even the
animal life of a country depend as much upon the climate as upon the
soll, it i1s necessary to know something about the physical character-
istics, the latitudes and altitudes and other conditions affeciing the
climate in order to estimate the natural resources.

Prince Edward Island, the smallest province of the Dominion, lies
at the south of the gulf of 8t. Lawrence and is separated from the
mainland of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia by Northumberland
strait. It is 150 miles in length, varies in width from 4 to 30 miles,
and has an area of 2,184 square miles. As an illustration of the
difference between natural resourees undeveloped and natural resources
developed, we may compare Prince Edward Island with the islands of
Jersey and Guernsey in the English Channel, which have together
almost exactly the same population as the smallest Canadian provinee,
although their area is only 691 square miles. Prince Edward Island,
with over thirty-one times the area of Jersey and Guernsey. with nearly
the whole of its area very fertile, with a climate most favourable to




