PATENTS. 551

PATENT OFFICE.

The following table shows the different transactions of the Patent Office
in each year since 1st July, 1867 :—

BUSINESS OF THE PATENT OFFICE IN CANADA, 1868-98.
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*There were no caveats until 1869. 1 ¥or 10 months.

The patentees in 1898 resided in the following countries, viz.: Canada,
710 ; England, 261 ; United States, 2,312 ; France, 39 ; Germany, 124 ;
other coantries, 165.

The Canadian patentees were distributed among the provinces of the
Dominion in 1898 as follows :—

Ontario... _......... ...coouen.. 383 Manitoba and N. W. Territories. 45
Quebec. ....... ..... ... ..... 171 British Columbia... ........ 54
Nova Scotia..... ....... ........ 27 Prince Edward Island ......... 4
New Brunswick. ....... .. 26

The limit of duration of a patent was formerly fifteen years, but by the
Act 55-56 Vic., chap. 24 (1892), this was extended to eighteen years, which



