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JPcnitptiat[ies. 

By an amendment to the Penitentiary 
Act, passed In the Session of 18̂ 7, the re­
port of the Inspector of Penitentiaries 
was made to extend over the financial 
instead of the calendar year, and conse­
quently there are no statistics yet pub­
lished later than June. 1877. All the 
Penitentiaries were well administered, 
and all had to contend with the same 
trouble, lack of remunerative employ­
ment for the convict s. 

The number of Convicts In the five 
Dominion Penitentiaries at the close of 
the fiscal year was ,U81, an increase of 
83 in six months; an increase attributed 
by the officers to the financial depression, 
and difficulty of obtaining employment. 
The Convicts were distributed as fol­
lows :— 

Kingston «d* 
8t; Vincent de Paul 225 
St. John 71 
Halifax 71 
Manitoba 19 

Total 1.081 

The staff at St. Vincent de Paul has 
been thoroughly re-organized, and is now 
fairly efficient, and there Is a marked 
improvement In the conduct of the Con­
victs. A stone barn was built for the 
housing of the products of the farm. A 
number of acres of the quarry farm 
cleared and drained; brick and lime 
burned in large quantities, and stone cut 
for a new extension of the building. Dis­
cipline was strictly maintained, and most 
satisfactory tranquility and security pre­
vailed. Severe punishment was only 
once found necessary. The prisoners em­
ployed in the workshops generally like 
their work, and the permission to learn a 
trade Is found an incentive to good con­
duct. The school is well conducted, and 
the library in good demand. The health 
of the prisoners was very good, and no 
deaths took place The expenditure for 
six months was $28,761, being an average 
of $183.32 for eachConvict. The value of the 

grlsoners' work Is estimated at (15,521.60. 
oth the Roman Catholic and Protestant 

Chaplains bear testimony, to the general 
good conduct of the Convicts. The school­
master reports the daily attendance at 
school as good, and the results satisfac­
tory. 

KINGSTON PENITENTIARY 

had in It, on 30th June, 1877, 678 males and 
22 females; 102 had been received since 
the beginning of the year; 6 bad died and 
101 had been discharged. The Warden 
states that generally speaking the Con-

vlctR work well, and their conduct is 
good. The greater part appreciate gener­
ous treatment and strive to deserve it. 
The expenditure for the six months was 
$54,610.77. The value of the labour per­
formed by the Convicts was $52,766.91. A 
large part of this work was for the 
Dominion Government, and many useful 
and extensive works have been carried 
on, and great Improvements made In the 
Prison. 19 convicts were pardoned during 
the half year and 6 re-commltted. Out 
of 8i discharged, one earned no remission. 
The fewest days remission earned was 15; 
the greatest number 493 The average 
daily attendance at school was 108. The 
chaplains, schoolmaster and matron, 
give satisfactory reports of the improve­
ment among the prisoners. In the 

ST. JOHN PENITENTIARY 

the number of Convicts, on the 30th June, 
were 71, and of common prisoners, 89. The 
conduct of the Convicts the Warden re­
presents as generally very good, that, of 
the common prisoners verj' bad, and the 
number of punishments very large. The 
expenditure was 114.609.82. There was 
difficulty In finding employment; 80,ti<5 
day's work were done at different occu­
pations. A farm of 10 or W acres was 
under cultivation. The average atten­
dance at school was 22. In the 

HALIFAX PENITENTIARY 

there were 78 convicts, of whom 5 were 
females. 2 had died and 9 been discharged 
during the half year, and 10 had been re­
ceived. With the exception of a clique of 
incorrlglbles, the conduct was good, and 
everything proceeded satisfactorily. The 
expenditure was -l>10,»li 96, and the value 
of the labour at $4,0'9. 3. The average 
attendance at school was 22, a»d the 
library much sought after. In the 

MANITOBA PENITENTIARY 

there were 19 prisoners, of whom three 
were female lunatics; 54 days remission 
of sentence was earned The value of 
labour Is estimated at $1,790, and the ex­
penditure $21,750. The school class was 
very successful, and the Chaplains give 
favorable reports. As a proof of the ex­
cellence of the Canadian prison system, 
the Inspector instances the very moderate 
percentage of re-commitals, 14 per c« nt. 
The number of Convicts upon whom mild 
treatment and kindness are lost, Is com­
paratively small, and the system of 
allowing them to " earn remission " has 
proved always most beneficial. 
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