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FACTS FROM T H E CENSUS.—COMPARISONS. 

BY W. KINGSTON, M. A. 

I n all comparisons of the increase of po- e ra ; i t has united the several detached pro-
pulation Ix-iween the United States and vinces, each having separate Interests, into 
other countries, it is specially necessary to one great coantry;and since its inauguration 
take into consideration the wel lknownfac t , m a n y millions of square >niles of the most 
that there has been no appreciable emigra- fertile soil have been added to ourTerrltory, 
lion from the Republic. The country is so affording ample room for m a n y millions of 
extensive, new, and th in ly settled, and people, And under the influence of the new 
abour is so scarce, t h a t all who desire it can ideas diffused among us since Confederation, 
and abundant e m p l o y m e n t of one k ind or a further exploration of the older provinces, 
•mother. To supply this demand , t h e Bri- especially of Ontario and Quebec, has been 
"tlsh Provinces in Nor th America, before made, and has fully established the fact, 
Confederation, contributed their full sha re ; tha t not only are there still millions 01 
'..hey were continully drained of their popu- acres of fine land for the industrious settler, 
ation, w h e t h e r nat ive or born in the British but also, t h a t the minera l resources of all 
Isles; and the neighbouring country was the provinces are almost inexhaustible. The 
'„he ul t imate destination of all who left us. hindrances to our prosperity are entirely 
in an article in the Year Book for 1873, the removed by the combined influences of 
writer of this paper showed t h a t not less these favourable events ; and it is confldent-
,han 150,000 left the Province of Quebec ly hoped t h a t our next census, in 1881, will 
letween 1S61 and 1871; and from the last show tha t we have fully overtaken our 

census of the United States, it can be fully southern neighbours in the race forpros-
«stabli«hed, t ha t over 100,000 persons e m i - peri ty. 
{rated from Ontario during the s a m e period, But even under the great disadvantages 
ind similarly from all the m a r i t i m e pro- of our position In the past, the increase of 
vinces. This single fact will lully account the principal cities, in the British Provinces, 
for the low ratio of increase, in all our pro- between 1861 and 1871, has not lagged far 
vinces, between 1861 and 1871, as compared behind that of t h e chief cities of the United 
with t ha t of our neighboars south of us. States, between 1860 and 1870, as the follow-

But Confederation has created for us a new ing comparison will clearly show: 
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•The apparent decrease In Kingston and 
Quebec arises from the fact tha t the troops 
stationed in these cities were included in the 
census of 1861, but omitted in the enumera 
tion of 1871. 

fThe impor t an t geographical positions of 
the cities thus m a r k e d (t) m a k e them great 
commercial centres, and their increase is, 
in consequence, quite exceptional, even in 
the U. States. 

The older provinces of the Dominion of 
Canada, present stronger points of resem
blance to New England t h a n to any other 
subdivision of the United States. Quebec, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick are s imi
lar to the Eas te rn States, in their geographi
cal position, (on the Atlantic sea board,) in 
tneir climate, productions, and early settle
men t . In population also, there is nearly 
an equali ty. That of N e w England in I860 
was 3,153.283, and in 1870, it was 3,490,924. 
The population of the four provinces consti
tuting the Dominion was 3,090,561, In 1861, 

and 3,485,761 in 1871. The increase in New 
England during the ten years was 355,641, 
in the Dominion, 395,200. 

But these are not the only points of resem
blance. There is a still more striking one, 
in which similari ty of circumstances pro
duced similarity of results on the people oi 
the two countries. Both were compara
tively old, t h a t is, long settled. In; New 
England, there was little room for expan
sion, for increase of population, or for tne 
profitable inves tment of capital. Dissatis
faction w i th their poor, " p e n t u p U t i c a 

VKAR BOOK ANP ALMANAC OF CANADA FOR 1874. 


